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About the Ministry

he Federal Ministry of Livestock Development (FMLD) was established on July 9,
2024, by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu to transform Nigeria's livestock sector into a
sustainable and globally competitive industry. With a mandate to enhance livestock
productivity, ensure food security, and drive economic growth, the Ministry is
committed to addressing key challenges such as poor infrastructure and conflicts
between farmers and herders. FMLD is structured into 17 departments, focusing on
areas like livestock breeding, ranch development, pest control, and veterinary public
health. Through strategic policies, research, and private-sector engagement, the
Ministry aims to modernize livestock farming, create jobs, and boost Nigeria's
economy.

Our Mandate
According to a circular issued by the Secretary to the Government of the Federation (SGF),

Our Vi

Sen. George Akume, CON, on September 12, 2024, with Ref. No.
SGF/OP//S3/X11/218, the Ministry is mandated to “develop the policies and
programmes needed to transform the livestock sector into a vibrant, sustainable, as
well as globally competitive industry, ensuring food security, economic growth,
improved livelihoods for farmers, and maintenance of social harmony.”

sion

To build a resilient, sustainable, and inclusive livestock sector that drives economic growth,
ensures food security, and improves livelihoods.

Our Structure
The Federal Ministry of Livestock Development is responsible for formulating and

implementing policies to enhance livestock productivity, sustainability, and economic
growth. The Ministry operates through 13 specialized departments, including seven
(7) technical departments and six (6) common services departments, alongside a
Special Duties Office, three (3) units, and seven (7) parastatals/agencies.
Ruminants and Monogastric Department: The Department functions in the
formation and implementation of policy that enhances the productivity and
sustainability of dairy, beef, sheep, cattle, goats, pig, poultry, and other micro
livestock sectors. It focuses on improving breeding, managing, practicing,
processing, and marketing livestock products for economic growth.

Ranch and Pastoral Resources Development: The Department formulates and
implements policies for the development and sustainable management of grazing
reserves, ranches, and stock routes. It also develops strategies to promote efficient
land use within grazing reserves, improving livestock productivity and reducing
conflicts between farmers and pastoralists.

Pest Control Services: This Department formulates and implements policies for
preventing and controlling transboundary pests and vectors of economic and public
health importance. Itis also responsible for sensitization, advocacy, and monitoring of
pesticides used in livestock production.

Quality Assurance & Certification: The Department initiates policy direction on
safety guidelines for livestock products to protect animal and public health. It also
issues International Veterinary Certificates (export and import permits) in compliance
with the World Organization for Animal Health (WOAH).
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Foreword

The development of the Nigeria Essential Veterinary Medicines List (NEVML) represents an
important milestone in strengthening veterinary pharmaceutical governance and regulatory
systems, promoting appropriate use and access to veterinary medicines in Nigeria. Thus, the
availability and rational use of quality-assured veterinary medicines are critical to the country's
efforts to safeguard animal health, ensure food safety, and combat the growing threat of
antimicrobial resistance.

The NEVML serves as a strategic guide for ensuring the responsible selection, procurement,
distribution, and use of veterinary medicines across the country. This document represents a
collaborative effort involving veterinary professionals, regulatory agencies, academia,
development partners, and private-sector stakeholders. It brings together expert inputs which
reflect national priorities in alignment with international best practices to safeguard animal health
while reducing the risks associated with antimicrobial misuse and resistance.

The list outlines essential veterinary medicines required for effective disease prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment in terrestrial and aquatic animals. It also supports regulatory
harmonization, promotes rational medicine use, and enhances access to safe, quality-assured
veterinary products. By standardizing national expectations on veterinary medicines, this
document strengthens Nigeria’s capacity to improve animal health outcomes, protect public
health, and contribute to food security and economic resilience.

The successful implementation of this list relies on the commitment of government institutions,
veterinarians, distributors, producers, and allied professionals to adopt and apply its
recommendations. We encourage all stakeholders to integrate this guidance into their operations
and clinical decision-making, thereby reinforcing Nigeria’s dedication to combating AMR and
promoting responsible veterinary medicine stewardship.

e

Idi Mukhtar Maiha, fnim
Honourable Minister
Federal Ministry of Livestock Development
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Executive Summary

The Nigeria Essential Veterinary Medicines List (NEVML) was developed as a strategic
framework to promote the rational selection, procurement, distribution, and use of veterinary
medicines across Nigeria. It aligns with the National Veterinary Drug Policy and supports the
One Health approach to combat antimicrobial resistance and ensure animal health, welfare, and
food safety. This document provides a standardised guide for veterinarians, pharmaceutical
stakeholders, and regulatory authorities, facilitating access to safe, effective, and quality-assured
veterinary medicines.

The document was prepared through a consultative and evidence-based process involving subject
matter experts from key veterinary disciplines, relevant regulatory agencies, academia, and
private practitioners. Data were drawn from national and international sources, including the
WOAH, FAO, WHO, and existing national pharmacopoeias. Antimicrobial sections were
developed using information on antimicrobial agents commonly used on Nigerian farms,
ensuring alignment with national antimicrobial resistance (AMR) containment priorities.

The NEVML categorises medicines into essential groups based on species (terrestrial and aquatic
animals), therapeutic classes, and priority uses. It emphasises the availability of antimicrobials,
antiparasitics, vaccines, anaesthetics, analgesics, hormones, and supportive agents that are
crucial for disease prevention and control in terrestrial and aquatic animals. The list is structured
to ensure balanced representation of both locally produced and imported veterinary medicines,
thus promoting accessibility and affordability within the Nigerian context.

Furthermore, the document establishes the framework for regular review and updating of the
NEVML to reflect emerging diseases, technological advances, and evolving treatment needs. It
highlights the role of the Veterinary Council of Nigeria (VCN), the Federal Department of
Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology (FDVPH&E), and the National Agency for Food and
Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC) in implementing and enforcing the list. The
NEVML is expected to enhance the standardisation of veterinary drug use, minimise abuse, and
promote judicious antimicrobial application, thereby strengthening national efforts toward
sustainable livestock productivity, public health protection, and compliance with global
standards.

In essence, the NEVML represents a major policy instrument to optimise veterinary therapeutic
practices, safeguard animal and human health, and support Nigeria’s commitment to
international veterinary and public health frameworks.
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1.0 Background

The Essential Veterinary Medicines List (EVML) is compiled to position veterinarians and
veterinary paraprofessionals to provide quality preventive care and treatment of the most
common and important diseases of animals while maintaining proper animal welfare standards.
The EVML aims to improve and enhance regulatory oversight for ensuring appropriate drug
quality, availability, use and pharmacovigilance. It also ensures the prevention of the increasing
rate of counterfeit marketing of pharmaceutical products. This list is not designed to define or
ascertain which drug should always be available within the veterinary setting
(clinic/hospital/ambulatory); however, veterinarians should have ready access to these drugs
when required for the prevention and treatment of specific diseases and conditions. It is
understandable that the list is “no one-size fits all” and that there may be specific drugs used for
certain diseases in Nigeria that the list does not cover. For instance, essential antimicrobials were
defined as those drugs that are recommended as first-line agents for the treatment of at least one
common disease condition. In this document, antimicrobials listed were obtained from in-
country survey data from the animal health sector. The list can also support registration,
streamline procurement and distribution of sustainable sources of quality-assured veterinary
medicines. This list is not intended to be a formulary or compendium of all veterinary medicines.
Also, the presence of a drug in the essential medicines list carries no assurance as to the
pharmaceutical quality of products containing that medicine. It is the responsibility of the
relevant national or regional drug regulatory authority to ensure that each product is of
appropriate pharmaceutical quality (including stability) and that when relevant, bioequivalent
products can be used interchangeably.

1.1 Definition

According to the World Veterinary Association (WVA), “The Essential Veterinary Medicines List
(EVML) refers to a list of veterinary drugs and biological products considered essential for
addressing the most important animal health needs in a particular country or region. The aim is to
ensure that these medicines are available, affordable, and of good quality for veterinary care. The
list typically includes:

e Antimicrobials (antibacterial, antifungals, antivirals) for treating bacterial, fungal, and
viral infections in animals.

Antiparasitics for managing internal and external parasites.

Vaccines for preventing common infectious diseases in animals.

Anti-inflammatory drugs for reducing inflammation and pain.

Anaesthetics for pain management during surgeries and other procedures.

Nutraceuticals (nutritional supplements and vitamins essential for animal growth and
health).

Probiotics, prebiotics and synbiotics to enhance immunity and health

Other biologics
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The list is tailored to the specific needs of the Nigerian animal health sector, considering the
types of animals and endemic diseases. It is similar to the World Health Organization's (WHO)
Essential Medicines List and the Nigeria Essential Medicine List for humans but this is focused
solely on veterinary needs. This list will help guide policies on animal health, ensuring that
veterinary treatments are available where and when needed.

1.2 Criteria for selection of essential veterinary medicines

The veterinary medicines on this list have been carefully chosen based on disease prevalence,
public health significance, proven efficacy, safety, comparative cost-effectiveness, and on
existing government data.

These essential drugs enable veterinarians to deliver appropriate preventive care and treatment
for the most common and critical diseases in animals, particularly food-producing animals while
upholding high standards of animal welfare. These medicines are irreplaceable, and their absence
could jeopardise both public and animal health. This list is tailored to meet Nigeria’s specific
animal health needs, and consist of medicines that are categorised as either essential or
complementary.

1.3 Essential veterinary medicines

The list presents the essential veterinary medicines necessary for primary healthcare delivery,
highlighting treatments that are effective, safe, and affordable for managing priority animal
health conditions. These conditions were selected based on their present and projected
significance to both public and animal health, as well as the availability of safe and cost-efficient
therapeutic options. Medicines prohibited for use in food-producing animals are clearly
marked with an asterisk (*). Clinicians are strongly advised to refrain from using any drug
banned for food-producing animals and to strictly adhere to recommended withdrawal periods
to ensure food safety.

1.4 Emergency Veterinary Medicines

They are drugs that are used immediately to manage life threatening or critical conditions in
animals and where there is delay in treatment could result in death or serious harm.

1.5 Complementary Veterinary Medicines

The complementary list includes essential medicines for priority diseases that require specialised
diagnostic or monitoring facilities, specialist care, or advanced training. Medicines may also be
classified as complementary if they are consistently more expensive or less cost-effective across
different settings, yet widely used within the profession.
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